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PREFACE 

 

Religion has played a central role in shaping human civilization, culture, morality, 

identity, and social relationships throughout history. Across different societies, people have 

sought to understand God, the divine, the sacred, human existence, suffering, death, and the 

purpose of life. The diversity of religious beliefs and practices makes the study of religion an 

important field for anyone seeking to understand humanity and the world in which we live. 

This course, Comparative Religions, has been prepared to introduce students and readers 

to the beliefs, teachings, practices, histories, and worldviews of major religious traditions. It 

seeks to provide a balanced and systematic study of religions while encouraging respect for the 

diversity of religious experiences and expressions found throughout the world. 

The course examines major religious traditions such as African Traditional Religions, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Shintoism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, among others. 

Attention is given to their historical origins, sacred texts, concepts of God or ultimate reality, 

beliefs about humanity, ethical teachings, worship practices, festivals, religious leadership, life 

after death, and contemporary challenges. 

The purpose of comparative religion is not simply to identify similarities and differences 

between religions. Rather, it is to promote deeper understanding, critical reflection, dialogue, and 

appreciation of the ways in which different communities understand and respond to the 

fundamental questions of human existence. Studying another religious tradition does not 

necessarily require accepting its beliefs; instead, it requires approaching that tradition with 

fairness, intellectual honesty, sensitivity, and respect. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION, RATIONALE AND COMPETENCIES 

Course Description: 

Comparative Religions is a study of the beliefs, teachings, practices, histories, sacred 

texts, institutions, and worldviews of different religious traditions. The course introduces 

students to major world religions, including Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Confucianism, Shinto, African Traditional Religions, and other indigenous and contemporary 

religious traditions. 

The course examines how different religions understand God or ultimate reality, creation, 

humanity, salvation or liberation, morality, worship, prayer, sacred places, festivals, death, and 

life after death. Students compare the similarities and differences among religious traditions 

while considering the historical, cultural, social, and philosophical contexts in which religions 

have developed. 



Particular attention is given to African Traditional Religions and other indigenous 

traditions in order to appreciate the diversity of religious experiences across cultures. The course 

also explores contemporary issues such as religious pluralism, interreligious dialogue, 

secularization, globalization, religious conflict, tolerance, and the relationship between religion 

and society. 

 

Course Rationale 

The study of Comparative Religions is important because religion plays a significant role 

in shaping human beliefs, values, cultures, traditions, identities, and social relationships. In a 

religiously diverse world, students need to understand the major religions and indigenous 

religious traditions that have influenced communities throughout history. The course provides 

students with an opportunity to examine different religious beliefs, sacred texts, rituals, ethical 

teachings, institutions, and practices in a systematic and respectful manner. 

Comparative Religions also promotes understanding, tolerance, and respect among 

people of different religious backgrounds. By examining similarities and differences among 

religions, students are encouraged to move beyond stereotypes, prejudice, and misconceptions 

and develop an informed appreciation of religious diversity. The course therefore contributes to 

peaceful coexistence, interreligious dialogue, and mutual understanding in society. 

Furthermore, the course develops students' critical and analytical thinking skills. Students 

learn to compare religious traditions objectively, evaluate their teachings and practices, and 

recognize the historical and cultural contexts in which religions have developed. Such 

knowledge enables students to engage constructively with contemporary religious issues and 

challenges. 

The course is particularly relevant for students preparing for ministry, teaching, 

counselling, community service, and other professions that involve interaction with people from 

diverse religious and cultural backgrounds. It equips learners with knowledge and skills 

necessary for effective communication, responsible leadership, and respectful engagement with 

religious communities. 

Therefore, Comparative Religions is designed to provide students with a broad and 

balanced understanding of religious traditions, promote respect for religious diversity, develop 

critical thinking, and contribute to harmonious relationships and peace. 

 

Course Competencies: 

1. Explain the meaning, nature, scope, and importance of Comparative Religions as an 

academic discipline. 



2. Identify and describe the historical origins, founders, sacred texts, major beliefs, 

teachings, rituals, and practices of major world religions. 

3. Compare and contrast the beliefs and practices of different religious traditions, including 

Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Shinto, African 

Traditional Religions, and other indigenous religions. 

4. Analyze similarities and differences among religions regarding concepts such as God, 

creation, humanity, sin, salvation, worship, morality, death, and the afterlife. 

5. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical and cultural contexts in which different 

religions developed and expanded. 

6. Evaluate religious beliefs and practices objectively using appropriate comparative and 

academic approaches. 

7. Demonstrate respect and tolerance toward people of different religious beliefs, traditions, 

and worldviews. 

8. Develop critical-thinking skills in examining religious claims, doctrines, symbols, rituals, 

and practices without prejudice or stereotyping. 

9. Apply comparative religious knowledge to contemporary issues such as peacebuilding, 

conflict resolution, religious pluralism, human rights, globalization, and social cohesion. 

10. Communicate effectively about religious beliefs and practices using appropriate 

academic and respectful language. 

11. Demonstrate intercultural competence by appreciating the contribution of different 

religious traditions to human society, culture, ethics, and community life. 

12. Conduct basic research on religious traditions using appropriate sources and present 

findings in an organized academic manner. 

13. Apply knowledge of Comparative Religions in educational, pastoral, community, and 

interfaith contexts. 

14. Demonstrate ethical and responsible engagement with religious diversity in the local, 

national, and global community. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Define and explain the meaning, nature, scope, and significance of Comparative 

Religions. 

2. Identify and describe the origins, historical development, founders, sacred texts, and 

major teachings of major world religions. 

3. Examine and compare the beliefs, doctrines, rituals, worship practices, moral values, and 

religious traditions of different religions. 

4. Analyze similarities and differences among major world religions in areas such as God, 

humanity, salvation, sin, life after death, worship, and ethics. 

5. Explain the influence of culture, history, philosophy, and society on the development of 

religious beliefs and practices. 

6. Evaluate critically the claims and teachings of different religions using appropriate 

academic and respectful approaches. 



7. Demonstrate respect and tolerance toward people of different religious beliefs and 

traditions. 

8. Discuss the contribution of religion to social, cultural, moral, political, and economic life. 

9. Apply comparative religious knowledge to promote interfaith dialogue, peaceful 

coexistence, and mutual understanding. 

10. Develop research and critical-thinking skills for studying religious traditions objectively 

and responsibly. 

11. Relate religious beliefs to contemporary issues, including globalization, secularization, 

human rights, peace, conflict, and social change. 

12. Demonstrate competence in communicating knowledge about different religions through 

presentations, discussions, written assignments, and examinations. 

Learning outcomes:  

1. Identify the major world religions and describe their historical origins and development. 

2. Explain the major beliefs, teachings, practices, sacred texts, and traditions of different 

religions. 

3. Compare and contrast the beliefs and practices of major religions, including Christianity, 

Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Confucianism. 

4. Analyze similarities and differences among religions concerning God, humanity, 

salvation, worship, morality, life after death, and religious authority. 

5. Examine the historical, cultural, social, and philosophical factors that have influenced the 

development of different religions. 

6. Demonstrate respect and sensitivity toward people of different religious beliefs and 

traditions. 

7. Evaluate the contributions and challenges of different religions to society, culture, 

morality, peace, and human development. 

8. Discuss the role of religion in promoting dialogue, tolerance, peaceful coexistence, and 

social harmony. 

9. Apply comparative approaches to the study of religion in interpreting contemporary 

religious issues. 

10. Demonstrate critical thinking and academic objectivity when studying and discussing 

different religious beliefs. 

11. Conduct basic comparative research on religious traditions using appropriate academic 

sources. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS MODULE 

This module is written to stand in place of a lecturer during independent study. Each unit 

begins with an overview, objectives, measurable learning outcomes, study information, and key 

terms.  A Comparative Religions module should be used as a teaching and learning guide that 

helps students understand, compare, and critically evaluate different religious traditions. Here is a 

practical way to use it: 



1. Begin with the course introduction  

o Explain the meaning, scope, and importance of Comparative Religions.  

o Introduce the major religions that will be studied.  

o Explain the purpose of studying religions comparatively and objectively.  

2. Follow the modules/topics in sequence 

A typical sequence could be:  

o Introduction to Comparative Religions  

o Indigenous/African Traditional Religions  

o The Dinka 

o The Ga  

o Shintoism  

o Confucianism 

o Islam   

o Other contemporary religious movements  

o Comparative study of religious beliefs and practices  

o Religion, culture, society, and contemporary issues  

3. Use each topic for independent study 

For every religion, guide students through key areas such as:  

o Historical background and origins  

o Founder or important figures  

o Sacred texts  

o Concept of God or ultimate reality  

o Creation and humanity  

o Sin, suffering, or human problems  

o Salvation/liberation  

o Worship and rituals  

o Festivals  

o Moral teachings  

o Life after death  

o Religious leadership and institutions  

4. Encourage comparison rather than judgment 

Students should identify similarities and differences between religions. The lecturer 

should avoid presenting one religion as automatically superior or inferior to another. 

For example, students can compare: 

Area Christianity Islam Hinduism Buddhism 

Sacred 

texts 
Bible Qur'an 

Vedas and 

other texts 

Various Buddhist 

scriptures 

Worship 
Prayer, worship, 

sacraments 

Salah and other 

practices 

Puja and 

other 

practices 

Meditation, 

chanting and other 

practices 

Ultimate 

goal 

Salvation/reconciliation 

with God 

Submission to 

God and 

salvation 

Moksha Nirvana 



 

ASSESSMENT PLAN 

All assignments completed during the semester are compiled in a continuous assessment 

portfolio worth 50% of the course grade. The end-of-semester examination or capstone assignment 

is worth the remaining 50%. 

Component Description Weight 

Continuous Assessment 

Portfolio 

There will be a reading report 

where a student will choose 

any religion and write at least 

ten pages, Essay Questions, 

and Mid Semester Exam 

50% 

End-of-Semester 

Examination / Capstone 

Assignment 

There will be the final 

examination at the end of the 

semester 

50% 

Total  100% 

 

 

MODULE AND UNIT OUTLINE 

Module on the Dinka People in South Sudan 

By the end of this module, learners should be able to: 

• Describe the origin and history of the Dinka people.  

• Explain the social, political, and economic organization of Dinka society.  

• Analyze Dinka religious beliefs and practices.  

• Examine Dinka cultural traditions and rites of passage.  

• Evaluate the impact of colonialism, Christianity, Islam, and globalization on Dinka 

society.  

• Compare Dinka traditional religion with other African indigenous religions.  

 

 

 



Unit 1: Introduction to the Dinka 

 

 



 
 

Who are the Dinka? 

The Dinka are the largest ethnic group in South Sudan. They are primarily agro-

pastoralists, depending on cattle herding, farming, and fishing for their livelihoods. The Dinka 

are widely recognized for their tall stature, rich oral traditions, and strong attachment to cattle. 

Population 

• Estimated population: 4–5 million  

• Largest ethnic group in South Sudan  

Location 

The Dinka inhabit: 

• Bahr el Ghazal  



• Upper Nile  

• Jonglei  

• Lakes  

• Warrap  

Major Subgroups 

• Agar  

• Aliab  

• Bor  

• Malual  

• Ngok  

• Padang  

• Rek  

• Twic  

Although culturally related, each subgroup possesses unique dialects and customs. 

 

Unit 2: Historical Background 

Origins 

The Dinka belong to the Nilotic peoples of East Africa. Historical evidence suggests that 

their ancestors migrated southward from the Nile Valley over several centuries. 

Migration 

Their migration was influenced by: 

• Search for pasture  

• Climate changes  

• Population growth  

• Inter-tribal conflicts  

Colonial Period 

During the Anglo-Egyptian administration: 

• Limited infrastructure reached Dinka areas.  

• Missionaries introduced Christianity.  

• Traditional leadership remained influential.  

 



Unit 3: Physical Environment 

The Dinka occupy: 

• Grasslands  

• River valleys  

• Swamps  

• Savannah  

Climate 

• Tropical wet and dry climate  

• Seasonal flooding  

• Long dry season  

The environment shapes: 

• Livestock movement  

• Farming seasons  

• Settlement patterns  

 

Unit 4: Social Organization 

Family 

The family is the basic social unit. 

Families are: 

• Extended  

• Patriarchal  

• Clan-based  

Clan System 

Membership is inherited through the father's lineage. 

Functions include: 

• Marriage regulation  

• Conflict resolution  

• Land rights  

• Ritual obligations  



 

Leadership 

Traditional leaders include: 

• Clan elders  

• Spiritual leaders  

• Chiefs  

Leadership emphasizes: 

• Wisdom  

• Mediation  

• Consensus  

 

Unit 5: Economic Life 



 



 



 



 

Cattle Economy 

Cattle are central to Dinka life. 

They provide: 

• Milk  

• Meat  

• Hides  

• Bride wealth  

• Social prestige  

• Religious sacrifices  

The Dinka often compose songs in honor of their favorite cattle. 

 

Agriculture 

Main crops include: 

• Sorghum  

• Millet  

• Maize  

• Groundnuts  

• Sesame  

 

Fishing 

Fishing is common during seasonal flooding. 

Fish are: 

• Food  

• Trade commodities  

 

Trade 

Items exchanged include: 



• Livestock  

• Grain  

• Fish  

• Handcrafted goods  

 

Unit 6: Traditional Religion 

Nature of Religion 

Religion permeates every aspect of Dinka life. 

There is no separation between: 

• Religion  

• Politics  

• Family  

• Economy  

 

Supreme Being 

The Dinka worship one supreme deity called Nhialic. 

Attributes: 

• Creator  

• All-powerful  

• Omniscient  

• Source of life  

 

Spiritual World 

The Dinka believe in: 

• Ancestors  

• Spirits  

• Nature spirits  

Ancestors are believed to: 

• Protect families  



• Bless descendants  

• Punish wrongdoing  

 

Worship 

Forms include: 

• Prayer  

• Sacrifices  

• Songs  

• Dance  

• Animal offerings  

 

Sacred Specialists 

Religious leaders include: 

• Rainmakers  

• Diviners  

• Healers  

• Ritual elders  

 

Unit 7: Beliefs about Humanity 

The Dinka believe that: 

• God created humanity.  

• Human beings possess both physical and spiritual dimensions.  

• Moral conduct determines community harmony.  

 

Unit 8: Life-Cycle Rituals 

Birth 

Practices include: 

• Naming ceremonies  



• Blessings  

• Family celebrations  

 

Initiation 

One of the most important rites is forehead scarification (historically practiced among 

many Dinka groups), marking the transition to adulthood. Its prevalence has declined in recent 

decades. 

Young men learn: 

• Courage  

• Responsibility  

• Leadership  

 

Marriage 

Marriage involves: 

• Bride wealth (mainly cattle)  

• Family negotiations  

• Community celebrations  

Marriage strengthens alliances between families. 

 

Death 

Beliefs include: 

• Continued existence after death  

• Ancestor relationships  

• Funeral ceremonies  

• Mourning rituals  

 

Unit 9: Cultural Heritage 

Language 



The Dinka speak several dialects of the Dinka language, belonging to the Western Nilotic 

branch of the Nilotic language family. 

 

Music 

Traditional music includes: 

• Drums  

• Singing  

• Dancing  

• Praise songs  

Songs celebrate: 

• Heroes  

• Cattle  

• Love  

• Warfare  

• Community events  

 

Oral Literature 

Includes: 

• Proverbs  

• Myths  

• Legends  

• Folktales  

• Historical narratives  

 

 

Art 

Artistic expressions include: 

• Body decoration  

• Beadwork  

• Spears  



• Wooden carvings  

• Musical instruments  

 

Unit 10: Political Organization 

Traditionally, the Dinka had decentralized political systems based on clans and local 

communities. 

Authority rested on: 

• Elders  

• Clan leaders  

• Ritual authorities  

Decision-making emphasized consensus. 

 

Unit 11: Education 

Traditionally: 

• Knowledge was transmitted orally.  

• Children learned through participation.  

Modern education now includes: 

• Formal schools  

• Universities  

• Adult education  

 

 

Unit 12: Health and Medicine 

Traditional healing combines: 

• Herbal medicine  

• Spiritual rituals  

• Community support  



Modern healthcare increasingly complements indigenous practices. 

 

Unit 13: Christianity among the Dinka 

Christianity spread through missionaries during the colonial period and expanded 

significantly during and after the civil wars. 

Many Dinka today identify as: 

• Christian  

• Followers of traditional religion  

• Practitioners of both traditions in varying degrees  

Common denominations include: 

• Roman Catholic  

• Anglican  

• Presbyterian  

• Pentecostal churches  

 

Unit 14: Contemporary Challenges 

Major issues include: 

• Civil conflict  

• Displacement  

• Poverty  

• Climate change  

• Flooding  

• Food insecurity  

• Youth unemployment  

• Limited healthcare  

• Educational challenges  

 

Unit 15: Contributions 

The Dinka have contributed to: 

• Peacebuilding  

• Livestock management  



• African cultural heritage  

• Literature  

• Sports  

• National leadership  

 

Unit 16: Comparative Study 

Aspect Dinka Typical African Traditional Religions 

Supreme Being Nhialic One Supreme Creator 

Ancestors Important Important 

Sacrifice Common Common 

Spirits Believed Believed 

Ritual Specialists Present Present 

Cattle Symbolism Central Varies by culture 

 

Key Terms 

• Dinka  

• Nilotic  

• Nhialic  

• Ancestors  

• Bride wealth  

• Clan  

• Cattle camp  

• Agro-pastoralism  

• Initiation  

• Oral tradition  

 

Questions to Answer Individually 

1. Why are cattle central to Dinka society?  

2. Explain the role of Nhialic in Dinka traditional religion.  

3. How does the Dinka clan system promote social cohesion?  

4. Compare Dinka traditional religion with another African traditional religion.  

5. What effects have Christianity and modernization had on Dinka culture?  

  

 



Module on the Ga People (Ghana) 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this module, students should be able to: 

1. Explain the origin and migration of the Ga people.  

2. Describe the geographical distribution of the Ga.  

3. Discuss Ga political and social organization.  

4. Examine traditional religious beliefs and practices.  

5. Analyze Ga cultural traditions, festivals, and rites of passage.  

6. Evaluate the influence of Christianity, Islam, and modernization on Ga society.  

 

 



 



 



 
 

Unit 1: Introduction 

The Ga are one of the major ethnic groups of Ghana and belong to the larger Ga-Dangme 

linguistic group. They are indigenous to the coastal areas surrounding Accra, Ghana's capital 

city. The Ga have played a significant role in Ghana's political, economic, and cultural 

development because of their strategic location along the Atlantic coast. They constitute part of 

the Ga-Dangme population, which represents about 7% of Ghana's population.  

 

Unit 2: Historical Origins 

Migration Traditions 

According to Ga oral traditions: 

• The Ga migrated from the east, with traditions linking their ancestors to areas around 

present-day Nigeria and Benin.  

• They settled along Ghana's southeastern coast after several migrations.  

• They established permanent settlements around present-day Accra.  

The Ga eventually developed independent kingdoms and trading communities. 

Major Traditional Ga Towns 



• Ga Mashie  

• Osu  

• La  

• Teshie  

• Nungua  

These towns remain important cultural centers today. 

 

Unit 3: Geographical Distribution 

The Ga mainly occupy: 

• Greater Accra Region  

• Coastal plains of southeastern Ghana  

Major settlements include: 

• Accra  

• Jamestown  

• Osu  

• Labadi  

• Teshie  

• Nungua  

 

Unit 4: Language 

The Ga speak the Ga language, a member of the Kwa branch of the Niger-Congo 

language family. It is closely related to Dangme and is one of Ghana's government-sponsored 

indigenous languages.  

Characteristics include: 

• Tonal language  

• Latin alphabet  

• Widely taught in schools in the Greater Accra Region  

 

Unit 5: Political Organization 

The Ga have a traditional chieftaincy system. 



Political Structure 

• Paramount Chief  

• Divisional Chiefs  

• Clan Heads  

• Family Heads  

• Queen Mothers  

Chiefs perform both political and religious functions and serve as custodians of land, customs, 

and tradition. 

 

Unit 6: Social Organization 

The Ga are organized around: 

• Extended families  

• Lineages  

• Clans  

• Neighborhoods (quarters)  

The family is the basic social unit. 

Responsibilities include: 

• Child upbringing  

• Marriage arrangements  

• Funeral organization  

• Inheritance  

 

Unit 7: Economic Activities 

Traditional occupations include: 

• Fishing  

• Farming  

• Salt production  

• Canoe building  

• Trading  

• Craftsmanship  

Modern occupations include: 



• Government service  

• Education  

• Business  

• Banking  

• Tourism  

• Information Technology  

 

Unit 8: Traditional Religion 

Before the spread of Christianity and Islam, the Ga practiced African Traditional Religion. 

Supreme Being 

The Supreme God is called Ataa Naa Nyɔŋmɔ (often shortened to Nyɔŋmɔ), regarded as the 

creator and sustainer of the universe. 

Divinities 

The Ga recognize many lesser deities associated with: 

• Rivers  

• Lagoons  

• Sea  

• Thunder  

• Fertility  

• Protection  

Ancestor Veneration 

Ancestors are believed to: 

• Protect descendants  

• Bless families  

• Punish wrongdoing  

• Intercede with God  

 

Unit 9: Religious Specialists 

Traditional religious leaders include: 

• Priests  

• Priestesses  



• Diviners  

• Herbalists  

• Shrine custodians  

Their duties include: 

• Sacrifices  

• Healing  

• Divination  

• Purification rituals  

 

Unit 10: Festivals 



 



 



 



 

Homowo Festival 

The most famous Ga festival is the Homowo Festival. 

Meaning 

"Homowo" means "hooting at hunger." 

It commemorates the overcoming of a historical famine through perseverance and a successful 

harvest. 

Activities 

• Sprinkling of "Kpekple" (traditional food)  

• Drumming  

• Dancing  

• Family reunions  

• Traditional prayers  

• Processions  

• Blessings  

The festival symbolizes: 

• Unity  

• Gratitude  

• Prosperity  

• Peace  

 

Unit 11: Rites of Passage 

Birth 

Naming ceremonies are important and traditionally occur after the newborn has survived the first 

week of life. 

Puberty 

Young people receive instruction in: 

• Morality  

• Family responsibilities  



• Community values  

Marriage 

Marriage involves: 

• Family consent  

• Bridewealth  

• Traditional ceremonies  

• Community celebration  

Death 

Funerals are elaborate social and religious events. Among the Ga, artistic "fantasy coffins" 

shaped to reflect the deceased's life, occupation, or status have become internationally 

recognized cultural expressions.  

 

Unit 12: Traditional Music and Dance 

Important musical forms include: 

• Kpanlogo  

• Kolomashie  

• Adowa (performed in some contexts)  

Traditional instruments include: 

• Drums  

• Bells  

• Rattles  

• Horns  

Music accompanies: 

• Festivals  

• Funerals  

• Marriage ceremonies  

• Installation of chiefs  

 

Unit 13: Food 

Common Ga foods include: 



• Kpekple  

• Kenkey  

• Banku  

• Okra soup  

• Fish  

• Palm nut soup  

• Pepper sauce  

Fishing strongly influences Ga cuisine. 

 

Unit 14: Dress 

Traditional clothing includes: 

Men: 

• Cloth wrapped around the body  

• Smocks for ceremonial occasions  

Women: 

• Kente  

• Slit and kaba  

• Beads  

• Headscarves  

Chiefs wear: 

• Rich cloth  

• Gold ornaments  

• Sandals  

• Staff of office  

 

 

Unit 15: Christianity and Islam 

Today many Ga are Christians, while others are Muslims or continue to practice 

traditional religion, sometimes alongside Christianity or Islam. This religious diversity reflects 

centuries of cultural interaction and urbanization in the Accra area.  



 

Unit 16: Contemporary Challenges 

Current issues include: 

• Urbanization  

• Land disputes  

• Language preservation  

• Youth unemployment  

• Coastal erosion  

• Environmental pollution  

• Cultural change due to globalization  

 

Unit 17: Contributions to Ghana 

The Ga have made significant contributions in: 

• Politics  

• Education  

• Commerce  

• Fishing  

• Maritime trade  

• Music and performing arts  

• Tourism  

• National festivals  

Their historic coastal settlements helped shape the development of modern Accra into Ghana's 

capital. 

 

Key Terms 

• Ga  

• Ga-Dangme  

• Nyɔŋmɔ  

• Ancestor veneration  

• Chieftaincy  

• Homowo  

• Kpekple  

• Clan  

• Lineage  

• Divination  



 

Questions to Answer Individually 

1. Explain the historical origins and migration traditions of the Ga people.  

2. Discuss the role of traditional religion in Ga society.  

3. Describe the significance of the Homowo Festival.  

4. Compare Ga traditional political organization with modern local government.  

5. Evaluate the impact of Christianity and urbanization on Ga culture.  

6. Discuss the importance of ancestor veneration among the Ga.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Module on Shintoism in Japan (Shintō) 

 

Module Overview 

Shintoism (Shintō), meaning "The Way of the Gods," is the indigenous religion of Japan. 

Unlike many world religions, Shinto has no single founder, no sacred prophet, and no fixed 

creed. It emphasizes harmony between humanity, nature, and the divine spirits known as kami. 

This module explores the historical development, beliefs, rituals, ethics, sacred texts, festivals, 

and contemporary significance of Shinto while comparing it with other religious traditions. 

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this module, students should be able to: 

1. Explain the origin and historical development of Shinto.  

2. Describe the major beliefs and doctrines of Shinto.  

3. Analyze the concept of kami.  

4. Discuss Shinto rituals and ceremonies.  

5. Identify Shinto sacred texts.  

6. Explain Shinto ethics and moral values.  

7. Examine the relationship between Shinto and Buddhism.  

8. Analyze Shinto's influence on Japanese culture.  

9. Compare Shinto with other world religions.  

10. Evaluate contemporary issues affecting Shinto.  

 

Unit 1: Introduction to Shinto 

Definition 

Shinto (神道) means "The Way of the Gods." 

It is: 

• Indigenous religion of Japan  

• Nature-centered  

• Polytheistic  

• Animistic  

• Ritual-oriented  

• Community-based  



Unlike Christianity or Islam, Shinto has no universal creed or dogma. 

 

Characteristics 

• Worship of kami  

• Reverence for nature  

• Ritual purification  

• Ancestor veneration  

• Seasonal festivals  

• Harmony with nature  

• Simplicity of worship  

 

Unit 2: Historical Development 

Prehistoric Shinto 

Before written history: 

• Nature worship  

• Mountain worship  

• Tree worship  

• River worship  

• Ancestor worship  

People believed spiritual forces lived everywhere. 

 

Ancient Shinto 

The early Japanese clans worshipped local kami. 

Each clan had: 

• Sacred forests  

• Sacred mountains  

• Sacred shrines  

 

Imperial Shinto 



The imperial family claimed descent from the sun goddess. 

The emperor became: 

• Political leader  

• Religious leader  

• Representative of the gods  

 

Medieval Shinto 

Influenced heavily by Buddhism. 

Many shrines and Buddhist temples existed together. 

 

Modern Shinto 

After World War II: 

• State Shinto ended.  

• Religious freedom increased.  

• Shinto became a private religion.  

 

Unit 3: Founder 

Shinto has no historical founder. 

It gradually developed from: 

• Indigenous beliefs  

• Nature worship  

• Clan traditions  

• Ancestor worship  

 

Unit 4: Sacred Texts 

Major Shinto scriptures include: 

1. Kojiki 



Meaning: 

"Records of Ancient Matters" 

Contains: 

• Creation stories  

• Myths  

• Imperial genealogy  

• Kami traditions  

 

2. Nihon Shoki 

Contains: 

• Early Japanese history  

• Myths  

• Imperial history  

 

3. Engishiki 

Contains: 

• Rituals  

• Ceremonies  

• Shrine regulations  

• Prayers  

 

Unit 5: Major Beliefs 

Kami 

Kami are: 

• Divine spirits  

• Sacred beings  

• Natural forces  

• Ancestors  

• Exceptional persons  

Kami may inhabit: 



• Mountains  

• Rivers  

• Trees  

• Rocks  

• Animals  

• Wind  

• Sun  

 

Purity 

Purity is central. 

Impurity comes from: 

• Death  

• Disease  

• Blood  

• Sin  

• Misfortune  

Purification restores harmony. 

 

Harmony 

Harmony (wa) is one of the highest values. 

Harmony includes: 

• Family  

• Society  

• Nature  

• Community  

 

Nature 

Nature is sacred. 

Examples: 

• Mountains  



• Oceans  

• Waterfalls  

• Forests  

 

Unit 6: Creation Story 

According to the Kojiki: 

The universe began with divine beings. 

Two important kami were: 

• Izanagi  

• Izanami  

They created: 

• Japanese islands  

• Mountains  

• Rivers  

• Gods  

Their daughter: 

• Amaterasu  

became the Sun Goddess. 

 

Unit 7: Important Kami 

Examples include: 

• Amaterasu — Sun  

• Susanoo — Storm  

• Tsukuyomi — Moon  

• Inari — Rice and prosperity  

• Hachiman — Protection and warriors  

 

Unit 8: Worship 



 



 



 
 

Shinto worship occurs mainly at shrines. 

Features include: 

• Torii gate  

• Main sanctuary  

• Offering hall  

• Sacred rope (shimenawa)  



• Water purification basin  

 

Steps in Worship 

1. Wash hands.  

2. Rinse mouth.  

3. Offer coins.  

4. Bow twice.  

5. Clap twice.  

6. Pray.  

7. Bow once.  

 

Unit 9: Shinto Shrines 

Shrines are homes of the kami. 

Common features: 

• Torii gate  

• Sacred trees  

• Lanterns  

• Purification fountain  

• Prayer hall  

Some famous shrines include: 

• Ise Grand Shrine  

• Izumo Taisha  

• Fushimi Inari Taisha  

 

Unit 10: Rituals 

Major rituals include: 

• Purification (Misogi)  

• Shrine visits  

• Offerings  

• Blessings  

• Weddings  

• Naming ceremonies  



• Harvest festivals  

 

Unit 11: Festivals (Matsuri) 
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Festivals celebrate: 

• Harvests  

• Seasons  

• Kami  

• Community  

Examples: 

• Gion Matsuri  

• Kanda Matsuri  

• Aoi Matsuri  



 

Unit 12: Ethics 

Shinto ethics emphasize: 

• Purity  

• Honesty  

• Respect  

• Gratitude  

• Harmony  

• Loyalty  

• Reverence for nature  

• Community cooperation  

 

Unit 13: Life After Death 

Shinto focuses more on this life than the afterlife. 

Beliefs include: 

• Ancestors remain spiritually significant.  

• Family memorial rituals are important.  

• Concepts of the afterlife are less developed than in many other religions and have often 

been influenced by Buddhism.  

 

Unit 14: Shinto and Buddhism 

Comparison: 

Shinto Buddhism 

Indigenous to Japan Originated in India 

Kami Buddhas and Bodhisattvas 

Nature-centered Liberation from suffering 

Ritual purity Meditation and ethical practice 

Shrines Temples 

Historically, both traditions coexisted and influenced one another in Japan. 

 



Unit 15: Contemporary Shinto 

Today, Shinto remains closely connected with: 

• Cultural identity  

• Festivals  

• Weddings  

• New Year shrine visits  

• Environmental awareness  

• Tourism  

Many Japanese people participate in Shinto rituals while also engaging in Buddhist practices. 

 

Unit 16: Comparison with Other Religions 

Religion Founder God Sacred Text 

Shinto None Many kami Kojiki, Nihon Shoki 

Christianity Jesus of Nazareth One God Bible 

Islam Muhammad One God (Allah) Qur'an 

Hinduism No single founder Many deities Vedas 

Buddhism Siddhartha Gautama No creator God Tripitaka 

 

Strengths of Shinto 

• Strong environmental ethic  

• Promotes community cohesion  

• Preserves cultural heritage  

• Emphasizes gratitude and respect  

• Encourages harmony with nature  

 

Challenges 

• Aging shrine communities  

• Urbanization  

• Secularization  

• Declining rural populations  

• Balancing tradition with modern society  

 



Key Terms 

• Shinto  

• Kami  

• Torii  

• Matsuri  

• Misogi  

• Shrine  

• Priest  

• Purification  

• Amaterasu  

• Kojiki  

• Nihon Shoki  

• Shimenawa  

 

Questions to Answer Individually 

1. Why is Shinto described as a nature-centered religion?  

2. Explain the concept of kami.  

3. Why is ritual purification important in Shinto?  

4. Discuss the historical relationship between Shinto and Buddhism.  

5. How does Shinto influence Japanese culture today?  

6. Compare Shinto beliefs about the sacred with those of African Traditional Religions.  

7. What ethical values does Shinto promote?  

8. Evaluate the role of festivals (matsuri) in strengthening community life.  

Module on Confucianism in China 

Module Description 

This module provides a comprehensive study of Confucianism as one of the world's 

major religious, ethical, philosophical, and cultural traditions. It explores its historical 

development, beliefs, sacred texts, rituals, ethics, and influence on society, political philosophy, 

education, family values, and contemporary relevance. Students will critically examine 

Confucianism within the broader context of comparative religions and appreciate its 

contributions to civilization. 

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this module, students should be able to: 



• Explain the historical origins of Confucianism.  

• Describe the life and teachings of Confucius.  

• Identify the major sacred texts of Confucianism.  

• Discuss central beliefs and ethical principles.  

• Explain Confucian rituals and religious practices.  

• Analyze Confucian political philosophy.  

• Compare Confucianism with other world religions.  

• Evaluate the relevance of Confucianism in modern society.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of Confucian philosophy.  

• Interpret classical Confucian texts.  

• Explain Confucian moral values.  

• Analyze Confucian influence on East Asian civilizations.  

• Apply Confucian ethical principles to contemporary issues.  

 

Unit 1: Introduction to Confucianism 

Definition 

Confucianism is an ethical, philosophical, educational, and socio-political tradition 

founded upon the teachings of Confucius. It emphasizes moral cultivation, social harmony, 

family loyalty, education, and virtuous leadership. 

Unlike many religions, Confucianism focuses more on ethical living than on worship of a deity. 

 

Nature of Confucianism 

Confucianism can be understood as: 

• A philosophy  

• A moral system  

• A social code  

• A political ideology  

• A religious tradition in some contexts  

 



Characteristics 

• Human-centered  

• Family-oriented  

• Community-centered  

• Ethical  

• Educational  

• Ritualistic  

• Respect for tradition  

 

Unit 2: Historical Background 

Ancient China 

Confucianism emerged during the: 

• Spring and Autumn Period  

• Warring States Period  

China experienced: 

• Political instability  

• Warfare  

• Moral decline  

• Social disorder  

Confucius proposed ethical leadership as the solution. 

 

Founder: Confucius 

Early Life 

• Born in 551 BCE in the state of Lu.  

• Came from a modest family.  

• Worked as a teacher.  

• Served briefly in government.  

 

Mission 



Confucius sought to restore: 

• Justice  

• Good government  

• Moral discipline  

• Family values  

• Respect for tradition  

 

Death 

Confucius died in 479 BCE, but his disciples preserved and spread his teachings throughout East 

Asia. 

 

Unit 3: Sacred Texts 

The major Confucian scriptures include: 

The Four Books 

1. The Analects 

Contains sayings of Confucius. 

2. The Great Learning 

Focuses on moral education. 

3. The Doctrine of the Mean 

Teaches moderation and balance. 

4. Mencius 

Records teachings of Mencius. 

 

The Five Classics 

• Book of Changes  

• Book of Documents  



• Book of Odes  

• Book of Rites  

• Spring and Autumn Annals  

 

Unit 4: Major Beliefs 

Heaven (Tian) 

Heaven represents: 

• Moral order  

• Justice  

• Harmony  

• Source of virtue  

 

Human Nature 

Most Confucians believe humans possess the capacity for goodness but require education and 

moral cultivation. 

 

Moral Cultivation 

Individuals should cultivate: 

• Wisdom  

• Honesty  

• Compassion  

• Respect  

• Responsibility  

 

Social Harmony 

Harmony begins with: 

• Self-discipline  

• Family order  

• Community peace  

• National stability  



 

Unit 5: Major Ethical Principles 

Ren (Humaneness) 

The highest Confucian virtue. 

Includes: 

• Kindness  

• Love  

• Mercy  

• Compassion  

 

Li (Proper Conduct) 

Means: 

• Ritual  

• Courtesy  

• Good manners  

• Respect  

 

Yi (Righteousness) 

Choosing what is morally right rather than what is profitable. 

 

Xiao (Filial Piety) 

Respect for: 

• Parents  

• Grandparents  

• Ancestors  

• Family traditions  

 



Xin (Trustworthiness) 

• Honesty  

• Integrity  

• Faithfulness  

 

Zhong (Loyalty) 

Commitment to: 

• Society  

• Family  

• Nation  

 

Unit 6: Worship and Rituals 

Confucian rituals include: 

• Ancestor veneration  

• Family ceremonies  

• Weddings  

• Funerals  

• Coming-of-age ceremonies  

• Seasonal festivals  

• Memorial ceremonies honoring Confucius  

Purpose: 

• Promote harmony  

• Preserve tradition  

• Encourage respect  

 

Unit 7: Confucian View of Family 

The family is the foundation of society. 

Core values include: 

• Respect  

• Obedience  



• Love  

• Responsibility  

• Mutual care  

 

Unit 8: Education 

Education develops: 

• Character  

• Knowledge  

• Leadership  

• Moral excellence  

Confucius believed education should be available to all who are willing to learn. 

 

Unit 9: Political Philosophy 

An ideal ruler should: 

• Lead by virtue  

• Serve the people  

• Promote justice  

• Avoid corruption  

• Rule through moral example rather than fear  

Government exists for the welfare of the people. 

 

Unit 10: Confucian Virtues 

The Five Constant Virtues: 

• Ren (Humaneness)  

• Yi (Righteousness)  

• Li (Propriety)  

• Zhi (Wisdom)  

• Xin (Faithfulness)  

 

Unit 11: Major Festivals 



Important observances include: 

• Confucius Memorial Ceremony  

• Ancestor remembrance rituals  

• Traditional family ceremonies  

 

Unit 12: Symbols 

Common symbols include: 

• Yin-Yang (often associated with broader Chinese philosophy)  

• Bamboo  

• Plum blossom  

• Calligraphy  

• Confucian temples  

• Incense  

 

Unit 13: Spread of Confucianism 

Confucianism spread to: 

• China  

• Korea  

• Japan  

• Vietnam  

• Singapore  

• Taiwan  

 

Unit 14: Influence on Society 

Confucianism has influenced: 

• Government  

• Education  

• Law  

• Ethics  

• Literature  

• Business ethics  

• Leadership  

• Family life  



 

Unit 15: Confucianism Compared with Other Religions 

Topic Confucianism Christianity Islam Buddhism 

Founder Confucius Jesus Christ 
Prophet 

Muhammad 
Buddha 

Supreme 

Being 

Heaven (Tian), emphasis on 

moral order 
One God 

One God 

(Allah) 
No creator God 

Main Goal Moral society Salvation 
Submission to 

God 
Enlightenment 

Sacred Text Four Books & Five Classics Bible Qur'an Tripitaka 

Main Focus Ethics 
Faith and 

salvation 
Faith and law 

Liberation from 

suffering 

 

Unit 16: Contemporary Relevance 

Confucianism contributes to: 

• Ethical leadership  

• Family stability  

• Respect for elders  

• Educational excellence  

• Social responsibility  

• Peacebuilding  

• Good governance  

• Professional ethics  

 

Unit 17: Strengths 

• Strong ethical foundation  

• Promotes peace  

• Encourages education  

• Supports social harmony  

• Values integrity  

• Builds responsible leadership  

• Strengthens families  

 

Unit 18: Criticisms 



• Can reinforce rigid social hierarchies  

• Traditionally emphasizes patriarchal roles  

• May discourage individualism  

• Can be resistant to rapid social change  

• Some critics argue it prioritizes social order over personal freedom  

 

Key Terms 

• Confucianism  

• Confucius  

• Ren  

• Li  

• Yi  

• Xiao  

• Xin  

• Zhong  

• Tian  

• Junzi (Ideal person)  

• Filial Piety  

• Ancestor Veneration  

• Moral Cultivation  

• Harmony  

 

Questions to Answer Individually 

1. Is Confucianism primarily a religion, a philosophy, or both? Explain.  

2. How does the concept of Ren shape human relationships?  

3. Why is filial piety central to Confucian ethics?  

4. What role does education play in Confucian thought?  

5. Compare Confucian leadership with modern democratic leadership.  

6. How does Confucianism promote social harmony?  

7. What are the strengths and limitations of Confucian political philosophy?  

8. Compare Confucian ethics with Christian ethics.  

9. How has Confucianism shaped East Asian societies?  

10. Is Confucianism still relevant in the 21st century? Why or why not?  

 

. 

 



Module on Islam  

Module Information 

Course Description 

This module provides a comprehensive study of Islam as one of the world's major religions. 

It examines its historical origins, beliefs, sacred texts, worship, ethics, law, major sects, 

civilization, and contemporary issues. Students will gain an informed understanding of Islamic 

theology, culture, and practice while developing skills in comparative religious analysis. 

Course Objectives 

By the end of this module, students should be able to: 

1. Explain the historical background of Islam. 

2. Describe the life and mission of Prophet Muhammad. 

3. Discuss the major beliefs and practices of Islam. 

4. Explain the significance of the Qur'an and Hadith. 

5. Identify the Five Pillars of Islam. 

6. Examine Islamic law (Sharia) and ethics. 

7. Distinguish between Sunni and Shia Islam. 

8. Analyze Islamic civilization and contributions to humanity. 

9. Discuss Islam in Africa and contemporary challenges. 

10. Compare Islam with other world religions. 

 

Unit 1: Introduction To Islam 

Learning Outcomes 

Students should be able to: 

• Define Islam. 

• Explain the meaning of Muslim. 

• Identify the sources of Islamic faith. 

Meaning of Islam 

Islam is derived from the Arabic word Salam, meaning peace, submission, and surrender to God. 

Islam teaches complete submission to the will of God (Allah). 

A Muslim is a person who willingly submits to Allah. 

Basic Characteristics 



• Monotheistic religion 

• Belief in one God 

• Universal religion 

• Final revealed religion 

• Religion of peace 

• Complete way of life 

 

Unit 2: Historical Background Of Islam 

Arabia Before Islam 

Political Situation 

• Tribal organization 

• No central government 

• Frequent tribal wars 

Social Situation 

• Tribal loyalty 

• Female infanticide 

• Slavery 

• Polygamy 

• Social inequality 

Economic Situation 

• Trade 

• Agriculture 

• Caravan business 

Religious Situation 

• Polytheism 

• Idol worship 

• Judaism 

• Christianity 

• Hanifs (monotheists) 

 

Unit 3: Life of Prophet Muhammad 



Birth 

• Born around AD 570 

• Born in Mecca 

• Tribe of Quraysh 

• Father: Abdullah 

• Mother: Amina 

Childhood 

• Orphaned early 

• Raised by grandfather Abdul Muttalib 

• Later by uncle Abu Talib 

Marriage 

Married Khadijah at age 25. 

First Revelation 

Received the first revelation at age 40 in the Cave of Hira through the angel Gabriel. 

Early Preaching 

• Worship one God 

• Repentance 

• Social justice 

• Charity 

Hijrah 

Migration from Mecca to Medina in AD 622, marking the beginning of the Islamic calendar. 

Major Battles 

• Badr 

• Uhud 

• Trench 

Conquest of Mecca 

Muhammad peacefully conquered Mecca in AD 630 and removed idols from the Kaaba. 

Death 



Muhammad died in AD 632 in Medina. 

 

Unit 4: Sources of Islam 

The Qur'an 

The holy book of Islam believed to be the literal word of Allah. 

Features 

• 114 chapters (Surahs) 

• Written in Arabic 

• Divided into verses (Ayat) 

Themes 

• God 

• Worship 

• Morality 

• Law 

• Prophets 

• Judgment Day 

 

Hadith 

Sayings, actions, and approvals of Prophet Muhammad. 

Major collections include those by: 

• Sahih al-Bukhari 

• Sahih Muslim 

• Abu Dawud 

• Al-Tirmidhi 

• Al-Nasa'i 

• Ibn Majah 

 

Other Sources 

• Ijma (Consensus) 



• Qiyas (Analogy) 

 

Unit 5: Beliefs of Islam 

Six Articles of Faith 

Belief in Allah 

Allah is: 

• One 

• Eternal 

• Creator 

• Merciful 

• Omnipotent 

Belief in Angels 

Important angels include: 

• Jibril (Gabriel) 

• Mikail (Michael) 

• Israfil 

• Malik al-Mawt (Angel of Death) 

Belief in Holy Books 

• Torah 

• Psalms 

• Gospel 

• Qur'an 

Belief in Prophets 

Major prophets include: 

• Adam 

• Noah 

• Abraham 

• Moses 

• David 

• Jesus 

• Muhammad (final prophet) 



Belief in the Last Day 

• Resurrection 

• Judgment 

• Heaven 

• Hell 

Belief in Divine Decree (Qadar) 

Allah has knowledge of all things while human beings are morally responsible for their choices. 

 

Unit 6: The Five Pillars of Islam 

1. Shahadah 

Declaration of faith: 

"There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is His Messenger." 

2. Salah 

Five daily prayers. 

3. Zakah 

Obligatory charity to assist the needy. 

4. Sawm 

Fasting during Ramadan. 

5. Hajj 

Pilgrimage to Mecca for those physically and financially able, at least once in a lifetime. 

 

Unit 7: Islamic Worship 

Forms of worship include: 

• Prayer 

• Supplication 

• Qur'an recitation 



• Charity 

• Fasting 

• Pilgrimage 

• Friday congregational prayer 

 

Unit 8: Islamic Law (Sharia) 

Definition 

Sharia refers to the moral and legal framework derived from Islamic sources that guides personal 

and communal life. 

Sources 

• Qur'an 

• Hadith 

• Ijma 

• Qiyas 

Areas Covered 

• Worship 

• Marriage 

• Divorce 

• Inheritance 

• Business 

• Criminal law 

• Family life 

 

Unit 9: Islamic Ethics 

Islam emphasizes: 

• Honesty 

• Justice 

• Mercy 

• Compassion 

• Forgiveness 

• Respect 

• Charity 

• Humility 

• Patience 



• Truthfulness 

Major prohibitions include: 

• Theft 

• Murder 

• Adultery 

• Oppression 

• Corruption 

• False witness 

 

Unit 10: Major Sects of Islam 

Sunni Islam 

• Largest branch 

• Emphasizes the leadership of the early caliphs after Muhammad. 

Shia Islam 

• Holds that leadership should remain within the Prophet's family through Ali and his 

descendants. 

Other groups include: 

• Ibadi 

• Sufi traditions (primarily spiritual and devotional movements found across different 

Islamic communities) 

 

Unit 11: Islamic Festivals 

Eid al-Fitr 

Celebrated after Ramadan. 

Eid al-Adha 

Commemorates Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his son in obedience to God. 

Other observances include: 

• Islamic New Year 



• Mawlid (observed in many Muslim communities, though views on its observance differ) 

 

UNIT 12: ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION 

Contributions include: 

Education 

• Universities 

• Libraries 

Science 

• Astronomy 

• Mathematics 

• Medicine 

Architecture 

• Mosques 

• Palaces 

• Calligraphy 

Literature 

• Poetry 

• Philosophy 

• Theology 

 

Unit 13: Islam In Africa 

Introduction 

Islam spread to Africa through: 

• Trade 

• Migration 

• Missionary activities 

• Scholarship 

East Africa 



Spread through Arab and Swahili traders. 

West Africa 

Spread through trans-Saharan trade networks. 

Uganda 

Islam arrived in the nineteenth century through traders from the East African coast and was later 

supported by local converts and political leaders. 

 

Unit 14: Contemporary Issues 

Topics include: 

• Human rights 

• Religious freedom 

• Interfaith dialogue 

• Globalization 

• Education 

• Technology 

• Gender issues 

• Peacebuilding 

• Environmental stewardship 

 

Unit 15: Islam And Other Religions 

Comparison with: 

• Christianity 

• Judaism 

• Hinduism 

• Buddhism 

• African Traditional Religions 

Areas for comparison: 

• Concept of God 

• Sacred texts 

• Worship 

• Salvation 

• Ethics 



• Religious leadership 

• Life after death 

 

Questions to Answer Individually 

1. Discuss the historical background of Islam before the birth of Prophet Muhammad. 

2. Explain the Six Articles of Faith in Islam. 

3. Discuss the Five Pillars of Islam and their significance. 

4. Explain the importance of the Qur'an and Hadith. 

5. Compare Sunni and Shia Islam. 

6. Discuss Islamic law and its relevance today. 

7. Examine the spread of Islam in Africa. 

8. Discuss the contributions of Islamic civilization to world history. 

9. Evaluate contemporary challenges facing Muslims globally. 

10. Compare Islam and Christianity with reference to beliefs, worship, and ethics. 
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